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 Next Meeting – Thursday, September 11th @ Noon 
At the Petite Violette Restaurant, 2948 Clairmont Rd, Atlanta, GA 30329 

 

Program speaker: John Wesley Hines Sr. “The Overmountain Men” 
  

This presentation will cover a group of American frontiersmen who lived west of the Appalachian Mountains, 
particularly in what is now East Tennessee and southwest Virginia. They played a crucial role in the American 
Revolutionary War, notably in the Southern campaign at the Battle of Kings Mountain.  

 
 

 Remember those soda can tabs, Labels for Education, and Box Tops for Education for donation to the Children of 
the American Revolution; magazines and toiletries for veterans at the VA Hospital; paperback books for the USO. A 
drop-off point at the table next to the registration table is set up to receive your donations. 

  

 
 

June Atlanta Chapter Meeting 
 

 
 

Georgia Society SAR 1st Vice President William “Bill” Tankersley delivers the June Program.    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  Georgia Society 1st Vice President William “Bill” 
Tankersley’s June Program, “A Horse Named 
Independence”, covered Tankersley’s 4th great-
grandfather and patriot, John Tankersley, a Captain 
of Militia from Spotsylvania County, VA. After the 
Revolutionary War, he moved to Columbia County, 
GA.  
   The program covered the life and Patriotic service 
of Captain John Tankersley, but also educated 
members on how useful Revolutionary War pension 
records and period newspaper articles can be. For 
example, you may not be able to find a pension 
record of the patriot you are searching for, but your 
patriot may be mentioned in the pension record of 
another soldier stating when and where both patriots 
served so also run a keyword search on the name.  

   During the luncheon we also presented the Atlanta 
Chapter President’s Certificate of Appreciation to 
Compatriots Al Adams, Bill Goodman and Joey 
Blackmon for giving their time to support the 
Chapter’s 2025 JROTC program. From March 
through May these compatriots presented the SAR 
Bronze JROTC Medals & Certificates to cadets at 
local High Schools JROTC Awards Ceremonies 
throughout Dekalb and Fulton Counties. 
    Compatriot Paul Anderson was presented the SAR 
“In Memory” Certificate in honor of his late brother 
& Atlanta Chapter Compatriot Joe Lewis Anderson 
Sr. who passed away last December. Later this year, 
Paul will present the certificate to his brother’s 
widow.  

The Atlanta Chapter SAR was honored to have the Georgia Society 1st 
Vice President William “Bill” Tankersley as our June Program speaker. 
Bill is a native of Columbia County, GA and retired from the Columbia 
and Richmond County Schools after 30 years. He currently teaches at 
North Augusta High School in SC. Bill joined the SAR in 2013 through 
the William Few Chapter in Augusta and is a founding member of the 
Little River Chapter in Lincoln.  He has served as a Region VP for 
several years & serves as chapter Registrar.  



 
Georgia Society 1st VP William “Bill” Tankersley, left, poses with Compatriots Bill Goodman, Al Adams and Joey Blackmon after they 
received the Atlanta Chapter President’s Certificate of Appreciation for their support during the Atlanta Chapter’s 2025 JROTC program. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Left: Georgia Society 1st Vice President William “Bill” Tankersley, 
left, poses with Compatriot Paul Anderson, center, as he is 
presented the SAR “In Memory” Certificate by Atlanta Chapter 
President Gregory Smith, right, in honor of Anderson’s late brother 
& Atlanta Chapter Compatriot Joe Lewis Anderson Sr. who passed 
away last December. Paul will present the certificate later this year 
to his brother’s widow. The Andersons joined the NSSAR through 
Patriot Walter Hanson who was a Captain of the 12th Battalion of 
Charles County Maryland Militia. 
 

Not pictured is Rev. Edward M. Anderson Sr. who is their older 
brother and currently serves as Chaplain of the GASSAR. Photo 
below left, the SAR “In Memory” Certificate. 
 

Photo below right: Door Prize winners for June were Compatriots 
(left to right) Bill Goodman, John Titus, Ken Thomas, John Havick 
and John Hines Sr. 



Patriot & Compatriot Graves  

 

Above: Atlanta Chapter President Gregory Smith, left, Ron Tims, center, and Atlanta Chapter Flag Respect Chairman Wm. Patrick 
“Rick” Smith IV, right, gather at the Historic Decatur Cemetery on June 27. Below left, Flag Respect Chairman Wm. Patrick “Rick” 
Smith IV places a flag on his father’s grave at the Historic Decatur Cemetery. Below right, Atlanta Chapter President Gregory Smith, 
left, and Atlanta Chapter Flag Respect Chairman Wm. Patrick “Rick” Smith IV, at the grave of Patriot John Hays who served both 
North Carolina and Virginia during the Revolutionary War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Each year during the last week of June, the Atlanta 
Chapter Sons of the American Revolution Graves 
Committee prepares for the upcoming Fourth of July 
celebrations by placing fresh U.S. National Flags on 
all accessible known Patriot graves in our area of 
responsibility in Fulton & Dekalb Counties, This year, 

 

the Graves Committee visited 8 Metro Atlanta 
Cemeteries containing 16 Patriot Graves and one 
Veteran of the War of 1812.  We additionally placed 
4 flags on Atlanta Chapter Compatriot graves located 
in the Historic Decatur Cemetery and one flag on the 
grave of Ann Parks Kirkpatrick, daughter of 
Revolutionary War Soldier Hugh Park.  

 



Washington’s Grave Marking at Mount Vernon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   During June, the Atlanta Chapter was given a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to support the June 12th SAR Patriot 
Grave Marking of General George & Martha Washington at 
Mount Vernon by making a contribution toward the ceremony 
and the live NSSAR wreath. It remained at the tomb 
throughout the day along with red carnations laid by 
participants during the 250th anniversary ceremony honoring 
the U.S. Army. (Photo left) 

    More than 150 SAR compatriots, distinguished guests, and 
representatives from patriotic organizations gathered at George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon to celebrate Flag Day and the 
250th Anniversary of the founding of the United States Army. 
The event was hosted by the George Washington Chapter, 
Virginia SAR and the National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, which honored the birth of America’s 
first national institution and its enduring legacy. 
    June 14, 1775, marked the Continental Congress’s call for 
the enlistment of expert riflemen, sparking the formation of the 
Continental Army. Just one day later, on June 15, General 
George Washington assumed command, bringing unity, vision, 
and resolve to the newly formed force that would carry a 
fledgling nation to victory. The day’s commemorations began 
at sunrise at Mount Vernon where SAR presented a Flag 
Certificate to the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association. 
Secretary General Michael Elston led the ceremony, joined by 
Historian General Jeffrey Thomas, NSSAR Color Guard 
Commander Scott Collins, Scot Bryant, and guardsmen. 

 

    Dignitaries gathered for a poignant 
wreath-laying ceremony and a series of 
remarks. Speakers included National 
SAR officers and leaders from allied 
organizations, such as The American 
Legion, the NSDAR, and the Children of 
the American Revolution. The voices 
represented the full spectrum of our 
American patriotic tradition. 
    Compatriots from at least 15 states—
including Alabama, Connecticut, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, 
Maryland, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Rhode Island, and West Virginia—joined 
their brethren from host state Virginia to 
show unity in purpose and shared 
reverence for American military heritage. 
The keynote address was delivered by 
Lieutenant General Leslie C. Smith, U.S. 
Army (Retired) 



 

 



Patriot Grave Marking 
 

The Col. William Few and Washington Wilkes Chapters 
 

Sons of the American Revolution 
 

Request the honor of your presence 
 

At the dedication of grave markers 
 

Commemorating the service of Revolutionary War Soldier 
 

Stephen Day 

Saturday, August 2, 2025 
 

10:00 A.M.  
 

Please R.S.V.P. 
Before July 30, 2025 

If you plan to lay a wreath. 
706 294-3022 or 

Email:  asmithserve@gmail.com 
 

 
 

The Market at Columbia County Government Complex 
1005 Market Street 
Evans, Ga 30809 

 



Next to the Performing Arts Center 
Please provide your own chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Georgia will have a special license plate to commemorate the United States' 250th anniversary from 2026 through 2030. The design was selected from 
submissions by Georgia middle school students. The bill authorizing the license plate specifies that it will be in addition to the regular license plates and will 
be available from January 1, 2026. 



 

Link: https://www.gsscar.org/2025-2026-state-project-theme 
 





Spanish Contributions to the American Revolution

 



2025 Chapter Officer Directory 

  

Chapter officers to serve February 22, 2025, to February 21, 2026, are as follows: 

 
 
 
 

2025 Atlanta Chapter Sons of the American Revolution Officers 
 

 

Thank You to Our Atlanta Fellows 
 

The Atlanta Fellows are members, spouses, businesses, and other 
organizations that support unbudgeted projects of the Atlanta Chapter with a 

$200 donation.  Such donations have supported our Sacred Soils Displays, 
Bushnell Monument dedication, VA Hospital Portico Project, and Flag 

Receptacle Program.  Donations toward chapter sponsored events such as 
Wreaths Across America also credit toward the Atlanta Fellow program.  Our 
newest Atlanta Fellow in 2025 is Paul Boshears. We thank all of our Atlanta 

Fellows for their support and encourage others to join their ranks! 



 



Veterans Respect Activities 
 

Our chapter has donated close to $ 6,000.00 to the VA since this project began in 
early 2019 to purchase VA Canteen Coupon Books which patients can use in the 
canteen, coffee shop or cafeteria at the VAH, Decatur. These books will be 
distributed by the VA Volunteer Service at the hospital. At each meeting there will 
be a jar marked "$ for VA Canteen Coupon Books" to accept donations. Please look 
for it and contribute a dollar (or more). 
 
The role of the Veterans Respect Committee is to pursue opportunities to honor and recognize current service 
members and veterans of past service. A wide range of activities fall under this charge. Some examples are: 
 

-hours served in the VA Hospital (VAH) Volunteer Service,  
-visiting a veteran in a VAH, nursing home or private home,  
-donating personal care items to a VAH or nursing home serving veterans,  
-donating publications to a VAH,  
-organizing an outing for one or more veterans,  
-participating in a veteran’s funeral as a participant, pallbearer, or attendee,  
-attendance at Revolutionary War Veteran’s Grave Marking,  
-participating in placing flags or wreaths on veteran’s graves.  
 

We are aware that many of our Atlanta Chapter members have been involved in such 
activities, but we do not know the extent. We would like to gather information on such 
efforts. If you have been involved in any such activities since January 1, 2025, please report 
the details to our Chaplain John Titus. 

 


