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 Next Meeting – Thursday, October 9th @ Noon 
At the Petite Violette Restaurant, 2948 Clairmont Rd, Atlanta, GA 30329 

 

Program speaker: John Titus “Benjamin Franklin - The Retirement Years” 
  

This presentation will cover the last half of Franklin’s life and focus primarily on his roles as politician, diplomat and 
statesman. Franklin became wealthy through his successful printing business and the popular "Poor Richard's Almanack," 
enabling him to hire a partner to manage the daily operations while he focused on his passions. At the age of 42, his 
"retirement" involved significant public achievements, including his work as a diplomat, writer, inventor, and a key figure 
in the creation of the United States of America. 

2026 Dues Season has started. Dues Notices have been sent out.  Please check your email & Spam.  
 

 Remember those soda can tabs for donation to the Atlanta Ronald McDonald House; magazines and toiletries for veterans at 
the VA Hospital; and paperback books for the USO. A drop-off point at the table next to the registration table is set up to receive 
your donations. 

  

 

September Chapter Meeting 

 

 

Our Atlanta Chapter speaker for September 
was compatriot John Hines Sr., who 
delivered a program on the “The 
Overmountain Men”. Hines was inducted 
into the SAR in February 2025 during our 
George Washington’s Luncheon. Chapter 
leadership thanks compatriot Hines for his 
willingness to contribute to the Atlanta 
Chapter programs. During the luncheon we 
also had two compatriots who received 
NSSAR Supplemental Ancestor Certificates.  
Bill Goodman received his for proving his 
lineage to Patriot Absolom Bedell who was a 
Major under Col George Wells. Patriot 
Bedell was born in Pennsylvania, died in 
Greene County Georgia before 4 Oct 1802, 
and also served as a Justice in 1779-80.  
Atlanta Chapter Historian Kenneth Thomas, 
Jr. received two NSSAR Supplemental 
Ancestor Certificates for proving his lineage 
to Patriot ancestors Robert Brooks and 
Nicholas Christenbury. (below)  
Supplemental Ancestor Certificates help 
others to join the SAR, by providing a proof 
document & cited sources making it easier 
for new members to connect to a Patriot. 

Compatriot John Wesley Hines Sr. (above) delivers the September program on “The Overmountain 
Men” who played a crucial role in the American Revolutionary War at the Battle of Kings Mountain. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr., right, speaks after receiving two 
NSSAR Supplemental Ancestor Certificates for Robert Brooks 
and Nicholas Christenbury, while compatriot Bill Goodman 
looks on, left.   
Patriot Robert Brooks was from Mecklenburg Co., 
Virginia, and supplied food to the patriot forces as 
his patriot service qualification. He died in 
Mecklenburg County, VA, in 1806, leaving a large 
number of descendants who had even by then 
trickled on down to Edgefield Co., SC and later on to 
Georgia. Brooks is direct ancestor to Kenneth’s 
maternal Grandfather, Joseph H. Brooks, III.  
Nicholas Christenbury, most likely born in Virginia, 
was living in Caswell County, NC, on the Virginia 
line, during the Revolutionary War. His patriot 
service is based on his applying for a land grant 
there, and to do so, you had to swear an oath 
supporting the patriot cause. After the Revolutionary 
War he moved to the Charlotte, NC area by 1790 and 
died there in 1813-1814. He left a large number of 
future descendants who are the subject of a book and 
for many decades a family reunion. This is the first 
line anyone has joined SAR on him, thus opening up 
a new line for many others to use to join.  
 

September door Prize winners were, left to right, Al Adams with an SAR America 250th Pin; Kathryn Anderson won the 
Paul Nagel book, “Descent from Glory”, about the John Adams family; Edward Anderson Sr. also won an SAR America 
250th Pin; and Joey Blackmon won the Bill O’Reilly book, “Killing England”.  Please remember to check out the 
Calendar of events as there are many opportunities for involvement in SAR activities like Patriot Grave Markings and 
the Liberty Tree Memorial at the Carter Center on October 16th. Remember you are always welcome at any SAR Event! 



Lincolnton 5 Patriot Grave Marking 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

        
On Saturday the 27th of September our Atlanta Chapter Co-Sponsored a 5 Patriot 
Grave Marking ceremony at St. Paul’s Church in Lincolnton, GA. The Dedication 
Ceremony designed to honor the Revolutionary War Service of Patriots Hezekiah 
Bussey, Zachariah Spires, William Norman, Moses Jones and Isaac Cliatt, was 
originally to take place in the Church Cemetery, but due to pouring rain was held 
inside the Church Fellowship Hall. Still, the ceremony had all the usual wreaths, 
Color Guardsmen flags & muskets, minus the white smoke and tantalizing aroma 
of spent Black Powder from canon & musket fire. Atlanta Chapter President 
Gregory Smith presented the Atlanta Chapter Wreath and GASSAR Chaplain 
Edward M. Anderson Sr. gave the Invocation & Benediction. 



Upcoming 2025 Events  

 

 
 

Come Join Us at the Carter Center Liberty Tree Dedication 

 

 
 
 



October Patriot Grave Marking 
 

 

November Patriot Grave Marking 

 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 

New Georgia Tag in 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Georgia will have a special license plate to commemorate the United States' 250th anniversary from 2026 through 2030. The design was selected from 
submissions by Georgia middle school students. The bill authorizing the license plate specifies that it will be in addition to the regular license plates and will 
be available from January 1, 2026. 



 

Link: https://www.gsscar.org/2025-2026-state-project-theme 
 





 



 



 
2025 Chapter Officer Directory 



  

Chapter officers to serve February 22, 2025, to February 21, 2026, are as follows: 

 

 
 
 

 

2025 Atlanta Chapter Sons of the American Revolution Officers 
 

 

Thank You to Our Atlanta Fellows 
 

The Atlanta Fellows are members, spouses, businesses, and other 
organizations that support unbudgeted projects of the Atlanta Chapter with a 

$200 donation.  Such donations have supported our Sacred Soils Displays, 
Bushnell Monument dedication, VA Hospital Portico Project, and Flag 

Receptacle Program.  Donations toward chapter sponsored events such as 
Wreaths Across America also credit toward the Atlanta Fellow program.   



 



Veterans Respect Activities 
 

Our chapter has donated close to $ 6,000.00 to the VA since this project began in 
early 2019 to purchase VA Canteen Coupon Books which patients can use in the 
canteen, coffee shop or cafeteria at the VAH, Decatur. These books will be 
distributed by the VA Volunteer Service at the hospital. At each meeting there will 
be a jar marked "$ for VA Canteen Coupon Books" to accept donations. Please look 
for it and contribute a dollar (or more). 
 
The role of the Veterans Respect Committee is to pursue opportunities to honor and recognize current service 
members and veterans of past service. A wide range of activities fall under this charge. Some examples are: 
 

-hours served in the VA Hospital (VAH) Volunteer Service,  
-visiting a veteran in a VAH, nursing home or private home,  
-donating personal care items to a VAH or nursing home serving veterans,  
-donating publications to a VAH,  
-organizing an outing for one or more veterans,  
-participating in a veteran’s funeral as a participant, pallbearer, or attendee,  
-attendance at Revolutionary War Veteran’s Grave Marking,  
-participating in placing flags or wreaths on veteran’s graves.  
 

We are aware that many of our Atlanta Chapter members have been involved in such 
activities, but we do not know the extent. We would like to gather information on such 
efforts. If you have been involved in any such activities since January 1, 2025, please report 
the details to our Chaplain John Titus. 

 


