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            Next Meeting – Thursday, November 13th @ 6 p.m. 
At the Petite Violette Restaurant, 2948 Clairmont Rd, Atlanta, GA 30329 

 

Program speaker: Kenneth H. Thomas Jr., Atlanta Chapter Historian  

“The Revolutionary War through the Words in my Ancestors' Pensions” 
 

This presentation will cover how Revolutionary War pension records serve as rich historical sources, allowing the powerful 

personal stories and motivations of the patriots to be heard in their own words decades after the conflict ended. Oral testimonies 

provide firsthand accounts of the daily realities of war, which often differ from formal military histories. 
  

2026 Dues Season has started. Dues Notices have been sent out.  Please check your email & Spam.  
 

Remember those soda can tabs for donation to the Atlanta Ronald McDonald House; magazines and toiletries for veterans at the 

VA Hospital; paperback books for the USO. A drop-off point at the table next to the registration table is set up to receive your 

donations. 
  

 

October Chapter Meeting 

 

 

Our Atlanta Chapter speaker for September was 

compatriot John Titus who delivered a program on 

“Benjamin Franklin - The Retirement Years”. During 

the luncheon we also had two compatriots who received 

NSSAR Military Service Veterans Corps Recognition 

Certificates. Brue Cotterman received the Military 

Service Veterans Corps Recognition Certificate for his 

service in the United Sates Army, retiring as a Colonel 

in 2010. During his military service, he was a Combat 

Engineer and also in Research, Development and 

Acquisition Management. 

Kenneth Thomas, Jr. received the Military Service 

Veterans Corps Recognition Certificate for his service 

in the United States Air Force, serving as a Staff 

Sergeant & Personnel Specialist from 1969 - 1972.  

Compatriots, thank you for your Service! Remember, 

Tuesday November 11th is Veterans Day!  

We also have a 5 Patriot Grave Marking on Saturday, 

November 1st at the Sugar Hill Historic Cemetery at 11 

a.m. and then the next week there is a 4 Patriot Grave 

Marking on Saturday, November 8th at 10 a.m. in 

Elberton, GA. Both are State SAR Events.  

The Siege of Fort Morris, “Come & Take it” is a 

National SAR Event in Sunbury, GA on Nov. 22 @  

9 a.m. All three events can be counted for the NSSAR 

250th Anniversary of the American Revolution 

Recognition Program.   

     John Titus delivers the Oct. program on Benjamin Franklin 
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Atlanta Chapter 2nd VP Jarvis Bronner, right, presents NSSAR Military Service Veterans Corps Recognition Certificates to 

Compatriots Brue Cotterman and Kenneth Thomas, Jr. in recognition of their Military Service to the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

October door Prize winners were, left to right: Ken Thomas picked up an SAR America 250th Pin. John Havick choose the 

book, “Campaign to Valley Forge, July 1, 1777-December 19, 1777” by John F. Reed, and John Titus chose the SAR USA 

250th Anniversary 1776-2026 Commemorative pin. These Commemorative pins are part of the Decade of America 250th 

Program and can be purchased online directly by SAR members at the SAR Store @ SAR.org. Please remember to check out 

the Calendar of events as there are many opportunities for member involvement during SAR activities including Patriot Grave 

Markings, Liberty Tree Memorials and Revolutionary War Battle commemoration ceremonies like the February 14, 1779 

Battle of Kettle Creek & the March 3, 1779 Battle of Brier Creek. 

 



 

Carter Center Liberty Tree 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In cooperation with The Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum 

and the Carter Center, the Georgia Society SAR sponsored a Liberty 

Tree dedication on Thursday, October 16th, recognizing the 250th 

Anniversary of the United States of America, 1776-2026. It was held at 

the Carter Center in honor of President James Earl Carter, Jr. Atlanta 

Chapter President Gregory Smith & GASSAR Chaplain Edward M. 

Anderson were in attendance. 

This Liberty Tree Dedication is part of a nationwide movement planting 

250 Liberty Trees across the country.  President Jimmy Carter, SAR 

National # 134672 & Life Member # 4377, joined the Atlanta Chapter of 

the Georgia Society SAR on March 26th 1990, through the Service of 

his Patriot Ancestor Private Perry Scott of Sussex, Delaware who served 

under Captain Allen McLane in the Continental Army. Around 1990, 

President Carter transferred to the Button Gwinnett Chapter SAR where 

Carter’s SAR Life Membership was approved June 12th 2024.  

 



National Society of the Washington Family 

Descendants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   On Sunday, October 12, 2025, the National Society of the 

Washington Family Descendants attended the Choral 

Eucharist at Zion Episcopal Church in Charles Town, WV. 

President George Washington’s youngest brother Charles 

founded the town in 1786, naming many of the streets after 

his brothers and wife. His estate, Happy Retreat, was 

erected in 1780 and still stands today. 

   NSWFD President General Richard Weaver presented a 

silver tray to the church on behalf of the society. The 

Washington Family Memorial Service was also held in the 

Zion Church cemetery where over 70 plus members of the 

Washington family are buried. Several generations of the 

Wysong family are buried there as well, beginning with 

Michael Wysong, the 4th great-grandfather of Compatriot 

George Wysong.  

    The group toured Claymont Court, built by Bushrod 

Corbin Washington, the son of General Washington's 

brother, John Augustine Washington. That night, the family 

celebrated the 71st NSWFD Annual Dinner & Meeting at 

the Bavarian Inn of Shepherdstown, WV.  Dale Sayers 

performed “The Life and Times of Dolly Madison”. 

Above left photo, Elizabeth Wysong with her brother Atlanta Chapter 

Compatriot George K. Wysong III pose in the Zion Episcopal cemetery at the 

grave of their 4th great-grandfather Michael Wysong, the son of their Proven 

Patriot Lewis Wysong. Beginning about 1793,Michael Wysong and his wife 

Margaret Shirley called Charles Town their home.  

Above, Brenda Wysong (wife of George K. Wysong III) shares a toast with 

Elizabeth Wysong (wife of Atlanta Chapter President Gregory E. Smith) at 

the NSWFD Annual Dinner at the Bavarian Inn in Shepherdstown, WV. 

 



Upcoming 2025 Events  

  

Update on the Colonel John Dooly Granite Cenotaph 

With the carving now compete, as seen in photo on left, it 

is now ready for transport. It will be set in place at Elijah 

Clark State Park in time for the Heroes of the Hornets’ 

nest Ceremony taking place Friday, February 13, 2026 at 

11 a.m.  Back in March, Atlanta Chapter SAR members 

voted on a cash donation of $2,000 to support the then 

proposed granite Cenotaph for Colonel John Dooly and 

his wife Diannah Mitchell. The Dooly Cenotaph will 

ultimately stand next to the granite Cenotaph headstone 

of Elijah and Hannah Clark at the Elijah Clark State Park, 

near Lincolnton, GA. The total quoted cost of the project 

was $13,775 from Mr. Ron Clamp of the Cornerstone 

Dimensional Stone Co. The Georgia Society SAR made 

this a reality led by The Little River Chapter SAR who 

has spearheaded this much needed project. 



November Patriot Grave Marking 

 
 

 



 
 



 
 

New Georgia Tag in 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Georgia will have a special license plate to commemorate the United States' 250th anniversary from 2026 through 2030. The design was selected from 

submissions by Georgia middle school students. The bill authorizing the license plate specifies that it will be in addition to the regular license plates and will 

be available from January 1, 2026. 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 
 



2025 Chapter Officer Directory 

  

Chapter officers to serve February 22, 2025, to February 21, 2026, are as follows: 

 

 
 

 

 

2025 Atlanta Chapter Sons of the American Revolution Officers 
 

 

Thank You to Our Atlanta Fellows 
 

The Atlanta Fellows are members, spouses, businesses, and other 
organizations that support unbudgeted projects of the Atlanta Chapter with a 

$200 donation.  Such donations have supported our Sacred Soils Displays, 
Bushnell Monument dedication, VA Hospital Portico Project, and Flag 

Receptacle Program.  Donations toward chapter sponsored events such as 
Wreaths Across America also credit toward the Atlanta Fellow program.   



 



Veterans Respect Activities 
 

Our chapter has donated close to $ 6,000.00 to the VA since this project began in 

early 2019 to purchase VA Canteen Coupon Books which patients can use in the 

canteen, coffee shop or cafeteria at the VAH, Decatur. These books will be 

distributed by the VA Volunteer Service at the hospital. At each meeting there will 

be a jar marked "$ for VA Canteen Coupon Books" to accept donations. Please look 

for it and contribute a dollar (or more). 
 

The role of the Veterans Respect Committee is to pursue opportunities to honor and recognize current service 

members and veterans of past service. A wide range of activities fall under this charge. Some examples are: 

 

-hours served in the VA Hospital (VAH) Volunteer Service,  

-visiting a veteran in a VAH, nursing home or private home,  

-donating personal care items to a VAH or nursing home serving veterans,  

-donating publications to a VAH,  

-organizing an outing for one or more veterans,  

-participating in a veteran’s funeral as a participant, pallbearer, or attendee,  

-attendance at Revolutionary War Veteran’s Grave Marking,  

-participating in placing flags or wreaths on veteran’s graves.  

 

We are aware that many of our Atlanta Chapter members have been involved in such 

activities, but we do not know the extent. We would like to gather information on such 

efforts. If you have been involved in any such activities since January 1, 2025, please report 

the details to our Chaplain John Titus. 

 


