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Next Meeting – Thursday, April 9th @ Noon 
 

At the Petite Violette Restaurant, 2948 Clairmont Rd, Atlanta, GA 30329 
 
 

Speaker: Compatriot Chuck Olson       Program: “The Colonial Courts in Georgia” 
  

 
 
 

Remember those soda can tabs for donation to the Atlanta Ronald McDonald House; magazines and toiletries for veterans at the VA 
Hospital. A drop-off point at the table next to the registration table is set up to receive your donations. 

  

 

March Chapter Luncheon 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  Dr. John Havick Ph.D. presented “The 
Assassination Attempt on George Washington & the 
Early Action of the American Revolution”. 
  During the program, Compatriot Havick outlined a 
remarkable and little known piece of American 
history that became known as the Hickey Mutiny. It 
began in 1776 when an elite group of soldiers, known 
as Life Guards, were handpicked from regiments of 
the Continental Army to serve as George 
Washington's bodyguards. Washington trusted them; 
relied on them. But unbeknownst to Washington, 
some of them were part of a treasonous plan.  
  In the months leading up to the Revolutionary War, 
these traitorous soldiers, along with the Governor of 
New York, William Tryon, and Mayor David 
Mathews, launched a deadly plot against the most 
important member of the military: George 
Washington himself. The Hickey Mutiny culminated 
with the arrest of Life Guard Sergeant Thomas 
Hickey. The court martial testimony against Hickey 
was sufficient to convict him. He was sentenced to 
death and hanged on June 28, 1776. He became the 
first member of the Continental Army executed 
following a court martial. 
  During the luncheon, Compatriot William “Rick” 
Patrick Smith IV received the SAR Military Service 
Medal and the NSSAR Military Service Veterans 
Corps Certificate for his service with the United 
States Army in the 82nd Airborne Division as a 
Cavalry Scout & earning the Parachutist badge. 
Compatriot Smith served 4 years in the U.S. Army 
starting in 1986 and served one year of Foreign 
Service.  We congratulate Compatriot Smith on his 
Honorable Service to a grateful Nation and the SAR!  
 

Above Photo: Atlanta Chapter member Dr. John Havick Ph.D. holds up a copy of the New 
York Times Bestseller, “The First Conspiracy, The Secret Plot to Kill George Washington” 
by Brad Meltzer and Josh Mensch. Dr. Havick, a dedicated educator for more than 30 years 
has authored three books, including a current five-star rated title on Amazon. His scholarship 
has been presented at conferences and professional meetings throughout the United States. 



Military Service Medal & NSSAR Veterans Corps 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Compatriot William “Rick” Patrick Smith IV received the SAR Military Service Medal and the NSSAR Military Service 
Veterans Corps Certificate for his service with the United States Army in the 82nd Airborne Division as a Cavalry Scout. 

 

 

Photo left, Atlanta Chapter 1st Vice President Al Adams, left, presents the President’s Certificate of Appreciation to Dr. John Havick, Ph.D., 
right, for his Program Support as a speaker to the Atlanta Chapter.  Photo above right, Atlanta Chapter 2nd Vice President Jay McLendon, 
left, and Atlanta Chapter Registrar Joey Blackmon, right, display their door prizes, the SAR 250th Anniversary 1776-2026 Commemorative 
pin. These Commemorative pins are part of the Decade of America 250th Program can be purchased online at the SAR Store @ SAR.org. 



JROTC Awards Ceremonies 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Join and support the Atlanta Chapter JROTC 
Committee in recognizing outstanding JROTC 
cadets across the Metro Area. Each year, the 
committee presents the SAR Bronze ROTC 
Medal & Certificate to selected cadets who 
demonstrate exceptional leadership, strong 
military bearing, and overall excellence. 
The 2026 Atlanta Public Schools JROTC Unit 
Awards Ceremonies began in March, with 
Atlanta Chapter JROTC Chairman Col. Bruce 
Cotterman, U.S. Army (Ret.), actively leading 
the effort. On March 17, he presented the SAR 
Bronze ROTC Medal & Certificate to Cadet 
Armoni Brooks, above photo, at Therrell High 
School. The following morning, he continued 
the tradition at South Atlanta High School, 
where Cadet Marque Scott was honored with 
the same distinguished award. 
These ceremonies highlight the dedication, 
discipline, and achievements of Atlanta’s 
JROTC cadets, while reinforcing the importance 
of leadership and service in their development.  

 The Atlanta Chapter has presented the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal & Certificate to three High Schools in March: Therrell, South    
Atlanta and Jackson, now all completed. Seven schools are scheduled for April, BEST Academy, Tucker, Carver, Midtown, Douglas, 
Washington and Mays. Two Schools are scheduled in May. When the April photos arrive, we will post them in the newsletter.  



Patriot Grave Marking Ceremony 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Atlanta Chapter 1st Vice President Al Adams, left, NSSAR President General (2017-2018) Larry Guzy, center, and Atlanta Chapter 
President Gregory Smith, right, pose behind the Atlanta Chapter SAR wreath and the New Mexico Society SAR Wreath during a 
Patriot Grave Marking Ceremony honoring Revolutionary War Patriots Private Beal Baker and Private William H. Clark Sunday, 
March 29th 2026 at the Alta Vista Cemetery in Gainesville, GA.   Please join us during our next Georgia Society event.  



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 

 

Wreath Registration 

Ceremony for 250th Marker Dedication. 
        For wreath presentations, please submit the below      

                                         information to: 
President Jim Poole 

Email: jimpoole82@gmail.com 
 

 
 

1. Organization:  

 

     2. Check one:   SAR           DAR             C.A.R.           Other    

 

3. Presenter’s Name: 

 

4. Presenter’s Title:  

 

5. Color Guard Participation:   YES            NO  

 

6. Phone #: 

 

7. Email:  

 



 



 



 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 

 

Veterans Respect Activities 
 

Our chapter has donated close to $ 6,000.00 to the VA since this project began in early 
2019 to purchase VA Canteen Coupon Books which patients can use in the canteen, 
coffee shop or cafeteria at the VAH, Decatur. These books will be distributed by the 
VA Volunteer Service at the hospital. At each meeting there will be a jar marked "$ 
for VA Canteen Coupon Books" to accept donations. Please look for it and contribute 
a dollar (or more). 
 
The role of the Veterans Respect Committee is to pursue opportunities to honor and recognize current service 
members and veterans of past service. A wide range of activities fall under this charge. Some examples are: 
 
-hours served in the VA Hospital (VAH) Volunteer Service,  
-visiting a veteran in a VAH, nursing home or private home,  
-donating personal care items to a VAH or nursing home serving veterans,  
-donating publications to a VAH,  
-organizing an outing for one or more veterans,  
-participating in a veteran’s funeral as a participant, pallbearer, or attendee,  
-attendance at Revolutionary War Veteran’s Grave Marking,  
-participating in placing flags or wreaths on veteran’s graves.  

 
We are aware that many of our Atlanta Chapter members have been involved in such 
activities, but we do not know the extent. We would like to gather information on such 
efforts. If you have been involved in any such activities since January 1, 2026, please report 
the details to our Chaplain John Titus. 

 

Enjoy the SAR 
 

 

 

Be sure to enjoy your time with the Sons of the American Revolution! Always make your patriotic service 
fun. We are here to honor our Patriot ancestors — and to have a good time doing it! 


