
 

 
 

Atlanta Tidbits Ledger 
Atlanta Chapter  

Sons of the American Revolution 
Organized March 15, 1921 

Editor: Gregory Eugene Smith 
www.saratlanta.org 

 Volume 17 – Issue 6                                Atlanta, Georgia                                              June    2026  
 

Next Meeting – Thursday, June 11th @ Noon 
 

At the Petite Violette Restaurant, 2948 Clairmont Rd, Atlanta, GA 30329 
 
 

Speaker: TBA     Program: “TBD” 
  

 
 
 

Remember those soda can tabs for donation to the Atlanta Ronald McDonald House; magazines and toiletries for veterans at the VA 
Hospital. A drop-off point at the table next to the registration table is set up to receive your donations. 

  

 

May Chapter Luncheon 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Compatriot Kholson Bull, President of the 
Georgia Society Children of the American 
Revolution presented, "Land of the Free, Home 
of the Brave". This CAR project features a 
fundraising t-shirt campaign to support Friends of 
Georgia State Parks & Historic Sites and Treat 
the Troops.  The State Parks focus helps preserve 
the state's natural beauty and Revolutionary-era 
history while Treat the Troops aims to send 250 
care packages to deployed American service 
members in honor of America's 250th birthday. 
 
After the presentation, Atlanta Chapter 1st Vice 
President Al Adams presented Kholson Bull with 
the President’s Certificate of Appreciation, left, 
and a check as a donation to the Georgia Society 
Children of the American Revolution.   
 
Our Atlanta Chapter membership also voted to 
Co-Sponsor two planned 5-Patriot Grave 
Markings to take place this year in Midway, 
Georgia as part of the America 250 events taking 
place. 
 
Door prizes went to Kholson Bull who picked a 
Mount Vernon souvenir glass, John Titus who 
won a Children’s Healthcare Travel bottle and 
Bruce Cotterman who scored the first pick. He 
took home a Field & Sound Small Batch Sweet 
Mash Bottled in Bond Wheated Bourbon.  
 
Please consider attending our upcoming Georgia 
Society June events! Event Flyers are listed 
below with location, times & dates! 

 



 

2026 JROTC Awards Ceremonies 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 2026 Atlanta Public Schools JROTC Unit Awards 
Ceremonies began in March, with Atlanta Chapter JROTC 
Chairman Col. Bruce Cotterman, U.S. Army (Ret.), actively 
leading the effort. On April 1st Joey Blackmon started off at 
Best Academy, presenting the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal & 
Certificate to Cadet Curtis Hurt.  
On the 2nd Rick Smith IV, presented the SAR Bronze ROTC 
Medal & Certificate to Cadet Rene Delacruz Jr. at Tucker High 
School. On the 3rd Bill Goodman presented the SAR Bronze 
ROTC Medal & Certificate to Cadet Alyssa Scott at Carver 
HS. That same day, Atlanta Chapter President Gregory Smith, 
presented to Cadet Izaiah Schloss at Midtown High School. 
On April 16th Barrett Hanson presented the SAR Bronze 
ROTC Medal & Certificate to Cadet Amina Brown, who was 
absent that day at Booker T. Washington. On the 16th Gregory 
Smith presented the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal & Certificate 
to Cadet Darian Hendricks at Mays High School. Ending the 
April Ceremonies on the 30th John Titus, photo bottom left, 
presented the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal & Certificate to 
Cadet Benjamin Sears at Druid Hills High school Navel 
JROTC unit.  
On May 5th Chapter JROTC Chairman Col. Bruce Cotterman, 
photo top left, was back at it at Chamblee H.S to present to 
Cadet Christian Chaj. Then on May 22nd Bill Goodman, below 
photo, presented the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal & Certificate 
to Cadet Faith Verenn at Coretta Scott King Academy, ending 
the 2026 Metro Atlanta JROTC Awards season.  
These ceremonies highlight the dedication, discipline, and 
achievements of Atlanta’s JROTC cadets, while reinforcing the 
importance of leadership and service in their development.  
Thank you Compatriots in supporting the Atlanta SAR JROTC 
program by attending these Metro Atlanta JROTC award 
ceremonies. 

The Atlanta Chapter has presented the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal & Certificate to 13 local High Schools this year starting March 
through May.  In April we were at BEST Academy, Tucker, Carver, Midtown, Douglas, Booker T. Washington, Mays and Druid 
Hills High Schools. In February, we attended: Therrell, South Atlanta and Jackson, then in May, Chamblee and Coretta Scott King 
Academy. Thank you for your support of the Atlanta Chapter JROTC Committee in recognizing outstanding Atlanta JROTC cadets. 

 

 
 



 

Liberty Tree Dedication 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

On Sunday May 31st we attended a Liberty Tree Dedication 
at Luella Baptist Church honoring the 250th Anniversary of 
the Declaration of Independence. The event held in Luella, 
Georgia, was Sponsored by the Marquis de Lafayette 
Chapter SAR as well as the Pulaski and Andrew McBride 
Chapters of the DAR.  
     The event was held in the church meeting room as a 
combined SAR and DAR gathering that was open to the 
public. The program began with the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the singing of The Star-Spangled Banner. Pastor Phillip 
Ivey delivered the opening prayer, followed by welcoming 
remarks from Marquis de Lafayette Chapter SAR President 
Kai Thomsen.  
     Special guests were recognized, and speakers 
representing the SAR, DAR, and Henry County addressed 
the audience. Fellow compatriot and Georgia State Senator 
Brian Strickland also spoke to the crowd of approximately 
65 attendees. Marc Potteiger presented the history and 
significance of the Liberty Tree. Following the closing 
remarks, attendees gathered outside near the newly planted 
Liberty Tree, an elm tree, for a musket salute conducted by 
the Georgia Society Color Guard. The event concluded with 
everyone returning to the meeting room to enjoy desserts 
and fellowship. 



 

250th Marker Dedications 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, May 16th the Atlanta 
Chapter SAR participated in two 
Marker dedications. One was in 
Acworth as the Captain John Collins 
Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR), in partnership with 
the Mars Hill Memorial Association, 
dedicated a 250th Anniversary marker 
honoring the Revolutionary War 
service of Captain John Collins during 
a special ceremony held at Mars Hill 
Cemetery in Acworth, Georgia. 
Mars Hill Cemetery, one of Acworth’s 
oldest historic sites, contains burials 
dating to the early 1800s and serves as 
the final resting place of Captain John 
Collins. During the American 
Revolution, Captain Collins served in 
several Carolina regiments and 
participated in key engagements 
including the Battles of Briar Creek, 
King’s Mountain, Jamestown and the 

 

Siege of Yorktown. Following the war, he settled in the area that 
later became Cobb County. The ceremony opened with a welcome 
from Captain John Collins Chapter President Jim Poole, followed by 
the invocation delivered by Georgia Society SAR Past President 
William Floyd Jr. The Georgia Society SAR Color Guard presented 
the colors, after which attendees joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
The SAR Pledge was led by Lewis Ray Jr. 
Special guests, community leaders, and descendants of Captain John 
Collins were recognized during the program before participating in 
the unveiling of the commemorative marker. A highlight of the 
ceremony was the presentation of a proclamation by Cobb County 
Commissioner Keli Gambrill declaring May 16, 2026, as Captain 
John Collins Day in Cobb County. Georgia State Senator Ed Setzler 
also addressed the gathering, emphasizing the importance of 
remembering the principles, sacrifices, and legacy of the 
Revolutionary generation as the United States approaches the 250th 
anniversary of its founding.  Following the marker dedication, 
participants conducted wreath presentations honoring the service and 

sacrifice of Revolutionary War patriots. The ceremony concluded with the SAR Recessional, retirement of the colors, a benediction, 
and closing remarks. The dedication served as a tribute to Captain John Collins and all those who fought to secure American 
independence, ensuring that their contributions will continue to be remembered by future generations. 

  



DAR 250th Marker Dedication 

 

 

 

The Atlanta Chapter 
SAR started Saturday, 
May 15th at the Georgia 
Memorial Park Walk of 
Heroes Veterans War 
Memorial in Conyers, 
where the Atlanta 
Chapter Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
unveiled a new America 
250 marker to recognize 
the patriots and veterans 
who fought to secure our 
nation's freedom ahead 
of the upcoming United 
States 250th anniversary. 
The 3 Acre site at Black 
Shoals Lake in Rockdale 
County aims to foster a 
common understanding 
of the sacrifices and 
uncommon dedication of 
veterans and their 
families. Three of the 
main features at the park 
are the fountain, 
Freedom Watch Statue 
and Walk of Heroes 
Walkway. Plan a Visit!  



 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 





 



 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 



https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/sar-250-independence-day 
 

 



 

 
 



 





 

 
 



 

         
 
The Samuel Elbert Chapter GASSAR, The Stephen Heard NSDAR Chapter 
and The John Benson NSDAR Chapter invite the GASSAR, NSDAR, and 

family descendants to attend a Four Patriot Revolutionary War Grave 
Marking Ceremony. 

 
September 12, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.   

Deadwyler Cemetery. 
 
Patriot Joseph Deadwyler   P-145907 
Patriot Claborne Webb       P-315141 
Patriot Harmon Lovingood P-239071 
Patriot James Riley             P-279292  
 
(This will be #53, #54 #55 and # 56 for the Samuel Elbert Chapter).    
  
Information to the property where the Ceremonies will be held.   Ware Rd. Elberton, Ga  N 34.07010, W- 
82.95617 
 
Directions from Downtown Elberton: (Intersection of Highway 17  and Highway 77  go West on Hwy 17 toward 
Athens 6.6 Miles turn left on Ware Dr. The road is just past New Doves Creek Baptist Church. (We will have an 
SAR sign here.) The Cemetery is 2/10 miles on the left.  
Directions from Colbert: Hwy 72 at Dollar General go East on Hwy 72 Toward Elberton 16.7 Miles turn Right on 
Ware Rd. 
At Ware Rd. there is a sign for Georgia Stone Products, Broad River Quarry  
 
 
Please bring your own chair.  
 
Wreath Presenters & Descendants  
Wreath Presenters  
Register by September 9, 2026 to be printed in the program. Descendants - RSVP your attendance to be 
recognized during the ceremony. 
Note: Send this reservation to Attention: Russell Terrell 706-491-2714 or rbterrell58@gmail.com 

 
 



 



 
 

Revolutionary War Patriot Grave Marking 
Event For Patriot Edward Williams 

 
The Joseph Habersham Chapter SAR  

requests your presence at the ceremony to honor 
the military service of Patriot Edward Williams 

 
When - October 17, 2026, Saturday at 1:00 P.M.  

 

 
 

Where - Chechero Baptist Church  
4973 Highway 76 East, Rabun County, GA 30525 
GPS: Latitude: 34.84153N Longitude: -83.33462W 

 
Contact Chapter Past President Lyn Cash (706) 982-4382 or 
email cashlg@windstream.net by September 20, 2026, if your 
Chapter/Organization would like to present a wreath. Please 
provide your presenter’s name, organization, and position title.  

 



 

 



 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 

 

Veterans Respect Activities 
 

Our chapter has donated close to $ 6,000.00 to the VA since this project began in early 
2019 to purchase VA Canteen Coupon Books which patients can use in the canteen, 
coffee shop or cafeteria at the VAH, Decatur. These books will be distributed by the 
VA Volunteer Service at the hospital. At each meeting there will be a jar marked "$ 
for VA Canteen Coupon Books" to accept donations. Please look for it and contribute 
a dollar (or more). 
 
The role of the Veterans Respect Committee is to pursue opportunities to honor and recognize current service 
members and veterans of past service. A wide range of activities fall under this charge. Some examples are: 
 
-hours served in the VA Hospital (VAH) Volunteer Service,  
-visiting a veteran in a VAH, nursing home or private home,  
-donating personal care items to a VAH or nursing home serving veterans,  
-donating publications to a VAH,  
-organizing an outing for one or more veterans,  
-participating in a veteran’s funeral as a participant, pallbearer, or attendee,  
-attendance at Revolutionary War Veteran’s Grave Marking,  
-participating in placing flags or wreaths on veteran’s graves.  

 
We are aware that many of our Atlanta Chapter members have been involved in such 
activities, but we do not know the extent. We would like to gather information on such 
efforts. If you have been involved in any such activities since January 1, 2026, please report 
the details to our Chaplain John Titus. 

 

Enjoy the SAR 
 

 

 

Be sure to enjoy your time with the Sons of the American Revolution! Always make your patriotic service 
fun. We are here to honor our Patriot ancestors — and to have a good time doing it! 


